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Results of Southern blot analysis 

All genomic digests and their corresponding Southern blots followed an identical lane 
order as described in Table I. 
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For comparative purposes, it was decided to analyse the serotype distribution of the 
GBS rib gene, which encodes the known protective immunogen Rib. Rib has 
previously been shown to be present in serotype III and some strains of serotype II but 
not in serotypes la or lb (Stalhammar-Carlemalm et aL, 1993). Confirmation of this 
pattern would not only give increased confidence in interpreting subsequent results, it 
would also determine if a ni? gene homologue was present in the remaining GBS 



